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Firooz Karimi

to Lead Persepolis-e-Gerash
to the Premiere League

Firooz Karimi, one of the most famous football
coaches in Iran, is visiting Gerash on April 13th in order
to size up his bench as the head coach of Persepolis-e-
Gerash football team. This team

has just entered the national league,
and aims at moving up right to the
premier league in a consecutive
three years’ record.

Qasem Farsoodeh, the manager of Persepolis-e-Gerash,
boastfully states that “this is the best shot we got to leave
our opponents way behind”, and then adds joyfully after
clapping his hands, “and our biggest news bomb!”

Experts see this as another development in the
competition between General Royanian, CEO of
Persepolis and Chevalier Fatal, CEO of Esteghlal. After
Esteghlal manager boasted that he is going to buy the
Azadi Sports Complex next year, Persepolis felt the
need for an even bigger mind-blower; and how about
beginning by boasting of having two teams in the
Premier League? Obviously Royanian is going to take
full advantage of this situation, and since news coverage
is actually the most important part of it, he has chosen
Firooz Karimi, who is a well-known figure for the media.

Last year, it was declared that Persepolis-e-Gerash was
one of the three teams which were authorized to use the
brand name of Persepolis. But even the most optimistic
fans of this team didn’t expect this to lead to such a big
opportunity. It seems that Mr. Royanian, the CEO of
Persepolis, is a key figure in this late development,
since he has a close relationship with Firooz Karimi,
and has been critical in convincing him to take the post.
Furthermore, Royanian has accepted to pay for one half of
Karimi’s contract. It is said that the other half'is paid by the
Governor’s Office of Gerash. Surprisingly, the monetary
resources of this office have been so high that they don’t
know what to do with the extra 13 million dollars.

But not surprisingly, Firooz Karimi, who is an
experienced coach in dragging up unknown teams to
higher levels, has not been reticent about the whole affair.
In an interview with Khod-kameh and Izadian, two of
the local reporters, he laid out his plans for the future
of the team: buying and reviving talented players like
Ostad-Asadi, Reza Enayati and Peiman Ra’fat; acquiring
the council of the experienced coaches in Gerash such
as Abdolreza Afshar, Khalil Aghvari, and Rahmat
Mabhyaei; and also helping to finish the construction of
Mohebbi Stadium, “even with my own hands.” Firooz
Karimi finished his interview in a fit of exuberance quite
characteristic of him: “You will see Persepolis-e-Gerash
in Asia in four years.”
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